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In return for the extraordinary services thus conceded by the Vatican, France agreed to ensure her ecclesiastical agents " a proper stipend/' The Organic Articles tightened the Church's bonds, interdicting all publication of Papal brief or encyclical in France without Government authority ; forbidding the Bishops to meet in general assembly; forcing them to obtain Government permission if they desired to leave their dioceses. On the slightest pretext of rebellion the State could bring the Bishops to book and punish them. In a word, it was a state of servility that was in reality an humiliation for the Church, though not honestly regretted by it, since it was a step on the way leading to complete absorption of the civil authority.
On the other hand, the Concordat, at the outset, put the French Administration on a solid basis. In fact, when the Third Republic was founded the Concordat was the chief trump it held, if not an absolutely necessary condition of success. Republican statesmen knew this, and one after another the Opportunist leaders, from Ferry and Gambetta to Freycinet and Rouvier, rejected the impolitic proposals of the radicals for abrogation of the Concordat, and the suppression of the Embassy at the Vatican. They were well aware that siich a policy would deprive the Government of all police authority over an army of Churchmen to a large extent hostile to Republicanism by definition, and taking their cue from a foreign Power which was always claiming the right to govern. These Republican statesmen felt that to break all ties between the State and the Catholic forces would leave the latter free to follow their natural anti-Republican allegiances, and to continue in the open certain manoeuvres they had all along been secretly conducting behind the scenes. Political prudence seemed to the Opportunists, from Ferry to Waldeck-Rousseau, and even to M. Combes, to require the maintenance of the Concordat.
In proportion, however, as the work of laying the foundations of the Republic approached completion, the utility of